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YM 


To the Right Honourable 


Sir Richard Levett, 


Lord-Mayor of the City ,of London. 


My LOR D, 


N Obedience to the Order I receio/d from your 

Lordſhip and the Court of Aldermen, I have now 
Publiſh'd the Sermon Liely preach'd before you, with 
the Addition of ſome Things, which, through the Strait- 
neſs of my Tiaze, were then omitted, and do moſt 
humbly preſent it to your Lordſhip. I ſhould not have 
thought it fit for Publick View, after ſo many Excel- 
lent Diſcourſes as have been printed within a few 
Tears, in Defence of the Do&trine of the Trinity 
neither would I bawe wentur'd to preach to ſuch an 
Audaory, upon ſo Great and Venerable a Myſtery, if 
the Time, to which I was confind by a Particular 
Providence, had not requird it. But as that Pro- 
vidence will, I hope, Fuſtifie me in Chooſing ſuch 4 
Subje& ; ſo the Authortty of your Lordſhip and your 
Honoura \\e 


The Dedication. 


Honourable Brethren will Vindicate me in Publiſbing 
my Diſcourſe upon it. 


I pray God convince thoſe Unbappy Men in our 
Days, who have deſerted the Faith they were baptized 
into, and deny the Lord that bonght them, ( for 1am 
ſnre a meer Man could never do it, ) that they may 
eſcape the Deftrudiion be hath threaten'd to them. And 
that the ſame God would continually bleſs your Lord- 
ſhip, and give Succeſs to your Pious Endeavours to 
ſuppreſs Error and Wickedneſs, in an Age and Place 
that need all your Authority and Zeal to that End, is 
alſo the hearty Prayer of, 


My L OR D, 


Your Lordſbip's moſt Humble 
and Faithful Servant, 


John Howard. 


2 JOKES 32 


For there are three that bear record in hea- 
ven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, 


Words, it will be neceſſary to ſay ſomething towards 

the removing an Objettion that hath been made 
againſt them, as if they were not a Genuine Part of this 
Chapter; becauſe they are omitted in ſome Greek Copies. 
In Anſwer to which, It might be enough to ſatisfie unpre- 
judic'd Men, to ſay that they are in the Beſt and moſt Anci- 
ent Greek Manuſcripts, and have been conſtantly retain'd in 
the Vulgar Latin, (as ſeveral worthy Authors afſure us ;) and 
they might more ealily be left out in ſome Copies by an Over- 
ſizht in the Tranſcribers, than fraudulently inſerted into 
others : Yet becauſe ic hath been ſaid by ſome (who would 
have the World think (o,) that this Verſe was ad led in Op- 
poſition to the Arians, I mult fay farther, thit this could 
not b:, becauſe we find it quoted by &t. Cyprian before rius DP: Write 
his Time. And*indeed the Ortho lcs, as they had no need ©: 
to do this, having the Scripture (o plain!y and fully cn their 
fide, in many other Places; ſo they muſt have ventur'd (ich 
an Hazard in it as no wile Men would expo.ethemeehie; to. 
For the 'D:tetion of ſuch a Forgery, which they would 
have Reaſon enough to fear, would hive done a great Inju- 
ry to their Reputation, and to a Cauſe which they va'ued 
more than their Lives. It 


B FORE I ſpeak tothe DoQtrine contain'd in thele 
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It iz therefore more Reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the 
Arians raz'd this Verſe out of ſuch Copies as they 
could com? by; for their deſperate Cauſe did more need 


" the miſerable Supports of Fraud and Sacrilege, and the 


Ser, zip, Men were fitter for the Praftice of them. And ſome of the 
Ecel. 1. 7. Ancients complain of their corrupting ſeveral Places of 


'F} 
Hiſt, Tri- 
pire. |. 12. 


C. 4» 


Scripture, and particularly of this Epiltle ; and there is no 
Expreſiion in it they could take more Offence at than this, 
though there are ſeveral others that plainly condemn them 
and their impious Doftrines. Beſides theſe Teſtimonies, the 
Verſe ir ſelt doth, I think, ſufficiently aflert its Right to this 
Place, by the Agreement it hath with the foregoing and fol- 
lowing Verſes. 

The Apoſtle's main Deſign in this Chapter is to prove that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son ot God ; that is, the Eternal Son 
of God, of the ſame Nature with the Father, as well as 
Man; (as I ſhall prove in the following Diſcourſe.) and 
this he doth by the Witneſſes mention'd at the 6, 7, and 8 
Ve:ſes. But the Water and the Blood in two of thoſe Ver- 
ſs, whether ve underſtand them literally, as they came out 
of our Saviour's Side, when his Boy was pierc'd upon the 
Croſ;; or in a figurative Senſe, for his Holineſs and Suf- 
terings, can prove no more than the Truth of his Human 
Nature; nor the Spirit that is join'd with them, if it be 
mzant of his Soul which he yielded up to the Father upon 
the Croſs, as ſome underſtand it. And if we take it for 
the Spirit of God, as it was given to our Saviour in an Cx- 
traordinary meaſure, it doth not neceſlarily prove any more 
than the Excellency of his Perſon as a Man, and that he 
was highly in Favour with God the Father. Though there 
are cther Things to be ſaid indeed concerning the Spirit, that 
infallibly prove the Divinity of Chriſt, which will more 
prope:ly be ſpoken of him, as he is mentioned in my 
I cxt. 

Now 


"= 
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Now if nothing more had been faid by the Apoſtle in 
* this Place than what is aſſerted concerning theſe Three Wit- 
neſſes in the 6 and 8 Verles, they would have afforded us 
but a dark Proof at the beſt of what he mainly intends ; 
but his adding Three *more at the 7th. Verſe, puts the Mat- 
ter out of all doubt. I might further ſhew the Agreement 
between this and the other wo Veifes, and how Defeftive 
the Senſe of this Place will be without itz but I hope 
what hath been ſaid already is ſufficient to prove the Di- 
vine Authority of theſe Words; and I am (fo far from 
thinking the worſe of them for the Violence done to thin 
by ſacrilegious Hands in ſome ancient Copies, that I can- 
not but have a greater Veneration for-them, in that they 
have (ufferd a kind of Ma:tyrdom in that Glorious Cauſe 
which they aflert. 

In ſpeaking to theſe Wer.ls, I ſhall 


I. Endeavour to ſhew you what theſe Three are that are 


here mentioned. 
II. Give ſome Account of the Record they bear concern- 


ing the Meſſzas. " 


I. I ſhill endeavour to ſhew you what theſe Three are 
in the following Particulars : 


r. Every One of theſe is the Great and Moſt High God. 
2, They are not ſo many different Names of the ſame 
Perſon, but Three Subſiſtences, or Perſons really diſtin&t 


from one another. 
3- I ſhall ſhew what Relation they have to each other. 


4- I ſhall prove that theſe Three are One God, , 


I. Every One of theſe is the Great and Moſt High God. 
1. The Father 1s ſo; but I need not ſay any thing to prove 


this, becauſe it is acknowledged by thoſe who deny the 
B Trinity, 
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Trinity, that all the Glorious Titles, PerfeCtions and Works 
of the Deity are attributed tohim, and that to him belongs 
Divine Honour and Worfhip from his Creatures : That he 
is an Infinite and Eternal Bering, Glorious in Holineſs and 
'Fearful in Prailesz a God of all Power and Might, Truth 
ind Kightcoulneſs, Wiſdom and Goodneſs; in a word, 
that of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all Things. 
Theretore I proceed, 

2. To ſpeak of theIWord, or the Son, who allo is God, 
in the (ame Senfe with the Father, as will abundantly = 
to all unprejudiced Men from the Names by which he 1s 
call'd, the Perfeftions aſcrib'd to him, the Works he is ſaid 
ro do, and the Honour and Worſhip which all Intelligent 
Creatures are requir'd to give him, in the Holy Scriptures. 

1. The Names he 1s called by; as, the Name of God, 
Tchavah, the Son of God, and the Word, 

The Name of God is very frequently given to Chriſt both 
in the C/d4 and New Teſtawent. The Þ/almiſ ſpeaking of 

Pſ. 49+ 6. him, ſays, Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever; and 
Ia. g. 6. the Prophet Iſaiah calls him the mrighty God. St. Thomas 
Joh.20.28 P)ainly owns his Divinity in theſe Words, My Lord and my 
(30d, When tt. Luke ſays of the Jews, they ſtoned Stephen, 

As 7.59, Calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit z, he 
teaches us, that Jeſus 15 the Ged he prayed to. And St. Pant 

Afts 25. in exho.ting the Elders of Epheſus 10 teed the Church of 
35,” Gad, which he hath purchaſed- with his own Blood, doth 
aſſure us,that the ſamePerſon who ſhed hisBlood for us upon 

Rom.g, s, the Croſs is the God of the Church. T his Apoſtle tells vs 
i 11m. 3- alſo of Chriſt, that he is over all, God bleſſed ror ever; and 
1 Joh, 5, that God was manifeſt in the Fleſh : And St. John affirms of 
20. him, that he is the true God, Now if it be ſaid of oneor 
two of theſe Places, that the Mr ng 15 not in ſome an- 

cient Copy or Verſion, this Omiſhon might eafity happen 
through the Miſtake of a Tranſcriber, and ovght not to be 
accounted any Prejudice to thoſe Places, ſecing they are en- 

; tice 
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tire in all other Copies. And tho' fome objet, that the 
Name of God is given to Magiſtrates in the Scripture, and 
therefore doth not prove the Divinity of Chriſt, they. ought 
to ſee. that it is applied to him, after a very different man- 
ner, and with tuch Diſtm@ions as cannot belong to any 
Creature : For what Chri(tian durſt ever call a Magiſtrate, 
wy Cod, as St. Thomas calls our Saviour? or fay, he is God 
bleſſed for ever, or the true and mighty God, as the Scripture 
terms him ? 

The Name Jehovah, which is the incommunicable Name 
of the Great God, is alſo given to him. Thoſe Words, 
P/al. 102. 25. Thon haſt laid the foundation of the earth, and 
the heavens are the work of thy hands ;, are applied to Chriſt, 
Heb. 1. 10. 2nd yet the fame Perſon, of whom they are 
; ogy is called Jehovah nv leſs than feven or eight times in" 

Pjalm. The Prophet Iſaiah, ſpeaking of Chriſt and 
his Forerunner, faith, Chap. 40. 3- The voice of him that 
crieth in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
ſtrait in the deſart a high-way for our God. There is no que- 
ſfion but the Perſon, whole Way John the Baptiſt (who is 
here meant by him that cries ix the wilderneſs) was to pre- 
pare, was Chriſt the Son of God; therefore it is he whom 
the Prophet calls, ot only our God, but the Lord, (that is 
Jehovah, in the 2d. and 5th. Verſes of that Chapter. But 
the Prophet Feremiab is yet more expreſs, when ſpeaking of 
the Meſſzas, as a righteous branch, and a King that ſbould de- 
Scend from David, Chap. 23. he ſays, Ver. 6. [: is days 
_—__ ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely : 1nd this is 

is name whereby he ſhall be called, The Lord our Righ! _—_ 
A Place ſufficient, one would think, of it felf, to fatisfie 
any that Chriſt is the True and Eternal God, were it not 
obſcur'd a jittle by the Repetition of it with ſome difterence, 
Chap. 33. 16. where it is in our Tranſlation, This is the 
name wherewith ſhe ſhall be called The Lord our Righteouſneſs. 
And ſome Interpreters underſtand it in the lame Senſe, as it 
B 2 this 
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this Name was applied here to Jeruſalem, or the Churct; 
and trom hence ſome conclude it is not the incommunicable 
Name of God, and that nothing more is ſaid of Chriſt in 
the Place belore-mentioned than of the Church in this. 
Now how well the Words in the Original will bear that In- 
terpretation, I ſhall not determine ; but I think they are very 
capable of another, (which hath been alſo given them by 
ſome Learned Men,) namely this, And be who ſball call her, 
(that 13, Jer»ſalem before-mention'd,) is the Lord our Righ- 
teonſneſs. And tho' there is ſome difference in the Hebrew, 
between this and the other Place, yet the Authors of the (c- 
veral Learned Verſions taking the Senſe to be the ſame in 
both, do not only apply this tothe Meſſras, but render 'it 1n 
the ſame Words as they do the other, with very little Alte- 
Tition in any of them. Andif we allow of that Interpre- 
tation which applies this Name to Jeruſalem, yet it can be- 
long to it no otherwiſe than as the Church hath a Relation 
to him, and is Intereſted in his Righteouſneſs who is pro- 
perly call'd by it. 

The Name of the Sor of God, as it is given to Chriſt, 
an is to be underſtood of his Only-begotten Son, as he is 
{omertimes call'd, is a further Proot of his Divinity : For 
this denotes a more Eminent Relation than that which be- 
longs to his Human Natvre. cither from his Concertion, or 
his Reſurrection from the D-ad : For tho” he was conceiv'd 
by the 1nmediate Fower and Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and for thi: Reaſon is ſometimes call'd the Sox of God, yet 
we cannot ſay he had much the Advantige of Adam in this, 
who by the ſame efficient Cauſe was fornmrd out of the Daſt 
cf th: Ground, as Chriſt was of the Subſtince of the Vir- 
gin ; and thereſore Adam is call'd the Son of God in a pecu- 

iar Senſe, diſtir& from that Relation whi-h other good 
Men have to him. The Holy Angels have alſo the ſame Re- 
l;ton to Gad, for this Reaſon, who mide them eminently 

Partakers 
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Partakers of his own Nature, and conſtituted them in a rate 
of p—_—__ [mmortality. 

And tho' Gur Saviour was made the Son of God, in 2no- 
ther Reſpe&, by his ReſurreCtion from the Dead, as Saint 
Paul explains the Words of the P/almiſt, when he (aith, 
God hath rais'd up Jeſus again; as it is allo written in the A 13+ 
Second Pſalm, art my ſon, this day have I begotten thee ;** 
and he may from hence be fitly term'd (as he is) the firſt- 
born from the dead, and the firſt-fruits of them that ſlept ;, yet 
he can no more be call'd the Only-begotten Son of God for 
this Reaſon, than the Firſt-born of a numerous Ifſue can be 
(aid to be all the Children, or the Firſt fruits the: whole 
Crop: For it is evident, from many Places of Scripture, 
that the Church ſhall be alſo rais'd to a Glorious State, and 
thoſe very Terms, the Firſt-born and the Firſt-fruits are us'd 
to aſſure us of it ; and on this Account they are call'd the 
Children f zod by our Blefled Saviour, who ſaith, They Luke 20. 
which ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the 3*13* 
reſurreFion from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in 
marriage, neither can they die any more : For they are equal 
wnto the angels, and are the children of God, being the chil- 
dren of the reſurreFion. Now what ditierence ſoever there 
was between the Perfeftions of Adam and Chriſt, as Man, 
or between the Glory he was rais'd to, and that which the 
S1ints ſhall have hereafter, this cannot properly diſtinguiſh 
his Relation to God the Father from theirs : For tho' a 
Fi-ſt-born, who hath many Brethren, ſhould have a greater 
Inheritance than all ot them, and a Right of Dominion 
too (as the Ancient Patriarchs had) over the whole Family, 
yet he cannot juitly be call'd the Only Son for theſe, or 
any other Advantages he might have above the reſt. 

Chriſt 15 therefore call'd the Sox of God, chiefly in reſpect 
of his Divine Nature ; and {o the Ancient Jews underſtood 
this Term, as it was applied to the Meſſzar. Therefore; 
upon Occaſion of Chriſt's calling God his Father, it is ſaid, 

The 
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Ihe Jews ſought the more to kill him, becauſe he not only bad 
broken the Sabbath, but ſaid alſo, that God was mn iMG his 
own, or his proper Father, making himſelf equal with God. Je- 
{us was now generally look'd upon as the proſfets'd Meſſras, 
beciuſe John 1e Baptiſt had given a Publick Teſtimony con- 
cerning him, which was confirm'd on all Occaſions by his 
Di:ciples, and had been confe(s'4 by himſclt-:: Theretore 
the Jews having aNotion of that Eminent Relation which 
the .Meſſras had roGod the Father, as his Eternal Son ; when 
they heard our Saviour mention God as his Father, put a ve- 
ry diiterent Senſe upon theſe Words from what they would 
have done from another Perſon ; and becauſe they did not 
believe him to be the Chriſt, they interpreted them to his 
Diſadvantage : For tho' they themſelves were ready to ſay, 
upon Occation, We have one Father, even God ; yet they 
accounted fuch an Exprefiion from our Saviour to be Bla(- 
phemy, and attempted ſeveral times to put him to Death for 
it. And this was the pretended Crime for which he was at 
laſt condemn'd : For the High-Prieſt having not ſuch Wit- 
neſs againſt him as he defired, put an Oath upon him to 
tell him whether he were the Chriſt, the Son of God ; to 
which, when our Saviour had intimated his Conſent, the 
High-Prieſt rent his cloaths, ſaying, he hath ſpoken blaſphemy x 
= asking the judgment of the council concerning it, they all 
pronounced him to be guilty of death. 

But the Diſciples telicving that he was the Chriſt, did 
alſo acknowledge him to be the Sor of God (in the Senſe 
before-mention'd) in ſeveral Conſeflions which they made 
to him : But | ſhall now only take notice of ſuch as were 
attended with ſome Remarkable Circumſtances, which wall 
help us to underſtand the Meaning of them. When our 
Lord had done two Miracles together, walking himſelf with 
Peter upon the Sea in a Tempeſt, and cauſing the, Wind to 
ceaſe on the ſudden ; ſo ſoor as he was come into the ſhip, the 
diſciples, and others that were with them, came and worſhipped 
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him, ſaying, of a truth thou art the ſon of God. By which 
Words, it appears they acknowledg'd him to be Go.], bc- 
cauſe they gave him Divine Worſhip at the {ume time: And 
it they had commined a Miltake in theſe Things, there is 
no queſtion but our Saviour would have corrected it in them. 


The like Adoration was alſo given to Chriſt by the Man Jotwy. 33. 


who was born blind, ſo ſoon as he underitood from h'm 
that he was the Son of God. 

But nothing is more Remarkable to this Purpoſe, than 
Martha her Conteſlion, who, when our Saviour had ask'd 


her, whether ſhe believ'd him to be the ReſurreFion an the ſob. 11. 
Life, (that is, that he could by his own Power raiſe Men 25" 


from the Dead to Life again) and that Faith in him would 
ſave them from Death, and make them Partakers of Everla- 
ſting Life > ſhe anſwers him, Tea, Lord, I believe that thou 
ert the Chriſt, the Son of God, which ſhould come into the 
, world. $o that this Confeſhon did imply as much, in her 
Opinion, as that Chriſt was Omnipotent, and the Great 
Obje@ of a Divine and Saving Faith : And in that ſhe ſaith, 
the Son of God, which ſhould come into the world ; this ſuppo- 
= it was formerly believ'd the Meſſzas ſhould be ſuch a Per- 
on. 
There are ſeveral other Teſtimonies in the Goſpel to this 
Purpoſe, but I ſhall add but one more from St. John himſclf, 
which gives a great Confirmation toall the reſt, who ſpeak- 


ing of the Signs which Jeſus did, faith, Theſe are written, Joh. 25. 


that ye might believe that Feſus is the Chriſt the Son of God ; 3* 
and that believing, ye might have life through bis name. Theſe 
Words, Jeſus is the Chriſt the Son of God, are certainly meant 
of his being God as well as Man, becauſe many Signs done 
by him did plainly prove it. And in this Chapter the Apo- 
{tle mentions two of them, namely, our Saviour's Appear- 
ing two ſeveral times in a miraculous manner to his Diſci- 
ples ; the latter of which Appearances drew that Confeſtion 
from St. Thomas, My Lord, and my God. And it is = 
markable, 
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markable, thit immediately after theſe Words, and, Chriſt's | 
Anſwer tothem, the Apoſtle adds, wary other jigns did Je- | 
ſus in the preſence of bir diſciples, which are not written in this 
book, but theſe. are written that ye might believe that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt the Son of God; which Words have, no doubt, a 
pait.cular Reſpett to 7 howas his Confeſſion, as thoſe which 
tollow hue to our Saviour's An(wer to him : For Chrilt ha- 
Ving laid to 7Lomas, Becauſe thou haſt ſeen me, thou haſt be- 
lieved ; blifſcd are they that have not ſeen, and yet have believed, 
The Apoſtle tells us how far this Bleſling goeth, even to Eter- 
nal Life, in thele Words, and that believing, ye might have 
life through his name. 

And indeed, the Occalion of St. John's writing this Goſ- 
pel, and the Arguments that are every where comain'd in it, 
do tufficiently prove this Truth : For this Goſpel was writ- 

-ten by him at the Requeſt of the Elders of Epheſus, and 
other Chriſtians, as we are aſſur'd from good Authority, in 
Oppoſition to the Ebeonites and Cerinthians, who denied the 
Divinity of our Saviour; and whoſoever reads it, may 
ſee the Apoſtle makes it his main Buſineſs to aſſure the 
World that he is God. This he affirms at the very begin- 
ning of his Goſpel, and records many of our Saviour's 
Sayings, by which he aſſerted it, and ſeveral of his chief 
Miracles, by which he prov'd it, that are omuted by the 
other Evangeliſts. And if this appears to have been his 
chief Deſign in this Goſpel, (as certainly it was) who can 
doubt of his Meaning in the Place before-mention'd, (which 
is near the Concluſion of it,) where he ſaith, Theſe are writ- 
ten, that ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt the Son of 
God? Now this, with the other Citations which I men- 
tion'd before, will clear the Senſe ot thoſe Expreſſions in 

er, 1. this Chapter of my Text ; Whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is 
Fer. 5- the Chriſt, is born of God : And who is he that overcometh 
the World, but he that believeth that Jeſus is the Son of God? 


that they aſſert him to be God as well as Man : And _ 
ore 
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| fore this is the Dodtrine which the Apoſtle proves in the 
| following Verſes, as I ſaid before, and I hope have now 
; made it more evident to you. 
| The laſt Name which I ſhall mention, as given to Chriſt, 
is aiy@, render'd the Word ; under which Name St. John 
ſaith, Chep. 1. 1. that he was in the beginning, that is, be- 
fore the World was created, as appears not only trom the 
ſame Expreſlion ugd in that Senſe in the firſt Chapter of Ge- 
; eſis, but becauſe all things are ſaid to be made by him, 
| ver. 3. which ſuppoſes he was before them and becaule 
Time began with the Creation of che World, therefore the 
Word which was before it muſt be Eternal : And the Apoſtle 
| here exprefly affirms, that the Word was God,and that this Word 
| was made fleſh, and dwelt among us, and was the only-begotten 
| of the father, v. 14. the ſame perſon whom John the Baptiit bare 
witneſs of, namely, Jeſus Chri#t, as in the following Verſes. And 
the Notion of aiy@, as it is underſtood of a Divine Perſon, 
who,together with God the Father made the World, was well 
known amongſt the Fews, as appears from many Places in 
ithe Chalde Paraphraſe, where the iVord is added to explain 


of 


jthe Senſe more fully when there is only [God] or[ Lord] ww 
in the Original ; and it is render'd by ſuch a Term as ſeve- »y;4; zi. 
ral Learned Men aſſure us is usd there to fignifie the Word hop of 

only in the Senſe of a Perſon. And I think any indifterent Vas 


Reader would underſtand it of a Perſonal Word in many 7rin. 


if not all thoſe) Places wherein it is found, and particu- ® —_ 
arly in theſe. It is ſaid in that Paraphraſe, It repented the Gen. 6. 6. 


d, with bir word, that he had made man upon the earth. 


hen ſhall the word of the Lord be my God. Moſes brought Gen. 28. 


rth the People to meet the Word of God : Theſe are the ſta- —_ 


es, and judgments, and laws, which the Lord made between Lev. 26. 


s word and the children of Iſrael. The word of the Lord Ly 
God, which goeth before you, he ſhall fight for you, accord- 30. 


g to all that he did for you in Eoopt before your eyes. The 


word 


{ 
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rich him; and to be a conſuming Fire, a jealous God ;, do 
all ſuppoſe a Perſon, and ſome ot them plainly aſſert that he 
is God. The ancient Fews therefore, who had a great Ve- 
neration for this Paraphraſe, and were oblig'd to read it 
conſtantly with the Hebrew Text, did believe, from theſe 
and many other Places in it, that there was a Divine Sub- 
{tance called the Word, by whom God made the World. 
SoPhils theFew,ſpeaking of God the Father of all,mentions 
another Divine Perſon, whom he calls the Word, and his 
Only-begotten Son, by whom he made the World. From whence © 
we may conclude, that St. Johx firſt received the Notion 
of aty@ from the Jews ;, and he ſpeaks fo briefly of it at* 
the Beginning of his Goſpel, becauſe it was commonly known 
to them. Tho' it is true alſo, that many of the Heathens: 
had receiv'd the Doftrine of the Trinity, and the Notion of 
ay the Second Perſon in it, either from ancient Tradition, 
or the Scriptures, which were read by ſeveral Learned Men 
amongſt them. But Plato was eſpecially noted for it ; there- 
fore when Amelizs, who was one of his Followers, read 
this Goſpel of St. John, he challeng'd this Notion of the: 
My@, as if it was taken from Plato. Butthere is no Reaſon 
to think he receiv'd a Notion from any Heathen, which he 
knew was better underſtood by the Jews, and was well ac- 
quainted with thoſe Places of Scripture upon which it was 
grounded. Now 
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Now St. John doth not only call Chriſt the Word in that 


* Place, and in my Text, but mentions him alſo as the Word 
' of Life at the beginning of this Epiſtle z and ſpeaking of 
; him, Rev. 19, 13. he ſaith, His name is called the word of 
| God. Neither is St. Jobz the only Writer of the New Teſta- 


ment who applies this Name to Chriſt ; but St. Lake ſeems 
to uſe it in the ſame Senſe, when he ſpeaks of the Apoſtles Luke i. 2. 
as eye-witneſſes and miniſters M4 the word ;, for that Word of 

which they were Eye-witneſles, was our Lord himſelf, And 


; this Senſe of that Place is more probable, becauſe St. Peter 
| uſes the Cuime Expreſiion with reſpett to Chriſt, and ſaith 


(of himſelf and the other Apoſtles) that they were eye-witneſ- 2 Pet. 1. 
fer of his majeſty : And in the Epiſtte ts the 'Hebrews this Di- © 
vine Iord 1s mention'd, and the Omnilcience of God attri- 
buted to him 3 The word of God is quick, and powerful, and Heb. 4 
ſharper than any two-edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing '*: 
aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 

is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart : That is, 

he perfeRly ſees the State of our Souls, knows allourThoughts, 
diſtinguiſhes between what is good and evil in them; he 


' can awaken our Conſciences to feel Remorſe for Sin, and 
/ work what Change in us he pleaſes. And then it follows, 
' Neither is there any Creature that is not manifeit in his ſight ; 


but all things are naked and open'd unto the eyes of him, 0s 


| b 6dr iaby@, concerning whom we ſpeak, or with whomour 


preſent Buſineſs is, and that is Chriſt, who is the Subjet of 
this latter part of the Chapter, and mention'd as well before 
as after theſe Verſes I have read to you. 

2. The Perfeftions of God are aſcrib'd to the Word, or 


' the Sou. Some of theſe I have occafionally mention'd in 
| ſpeaking to thoſe Names which are given to him inScrip- 


ture, and therefore ſhall now ſpeak more briefly to them. 

His Eternity was hinted to under the Name of the Word, at 

the beginning of St. Johr's Gage, and the Name Naas 
2 ot 
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doth alſo imply it ; but there are ſeveral Expreſſions more full 
1%. 9.6, and plain to this Purpoſe. The Prophet | gray calls him the 


firit, and I am the laft, and beſides me there is noGod. So 
Joh.8. 58. Chriſt aflerts. his- Eternity, when he ſaith, Before Abrahane 


Ex. 3. 14-made himſelf known to the [ſraelites, which denotes his 


Mat, 18. 
20. 
Chap. 28. 
20, 
Joh. 3. 13» 


Heb, 1+ 3: 


Joh. 14.13 


Rev. 1. $. 


Rev. 1. everlaſting father; and he himſclf ſaith, 
" mega, the beginning and the ending ; which is, and which war, 


am Alpha and ()- 


and which is to come. And again, I am the firit and the laſt ; 
the ſame which God ſaith of himſelf, 1/aiah 44. 6: I am the 


was, | am; where he uies the very Term by which God 


Eternity. This appears alſo from thoſe Places in the Goſpel, 

where Chriſt (auth, he came from God, from Heaven, &c. 
The Infinity of- Chriſt is alſo afſerted by himſelf, when 

he ſaith, Where two or three are gathered together in my name, 


there am I in. the midſt of them ; when he tells his Diſciples, | 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world, and ' 


©. 


TUE LAS 


| 


l 


when he aftirms, No man hath aſcended up to heaven, but he | 


that came down from heaven, even the ſon of man which is in 
heaven ;, where we are plainly taught, that at the ſame time 
Chriſt was upon Earch, he was alſo in Heaven, and there- 
fore fill'd all Places. And it is remarkable, that he here 


calls himſelf the Sor of Man, to aſſure-us, that he who was |: 


Man, was alſo the-Eternal and Infinite Sow of God, and fo ' 


was one and the ſame Perſon in two ſo diſtinct Natures. 
The Omnipotence of God; which we had Occaſion to take 

Notiee of in our Saviour before, is attributed to him by the 

Apoſtle, who ſaith, he wpholds all things by the word of his 


power ;, and plainly intimated in that Promiſe of Chriſt, 


Whatſoever ye ſhall ack in my name, that will I do, that the fa- 
ther may be glorified in the ſon : For he muſt have all Power 
who can do whatſoever his People ſhall deſire. Yea, he 
hathexprelly told us, that he is the Almighty. 

His Omniſcience, of which we had before a remarkable 
Proof out of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews,where he is called r5e 
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Word of God, is alſo atteſted by St. John, where he ſaith of 
ſome of our Saviour's Followers, that Feſas did not commit Joh: 2. 
himſelf unto them, becauſe he knew all men, and needed not ** ©" 
that any ſhould rars (' of man ;, for he knew what was in man. 
It is acknowledg'd by St. Peter, in theſe Words, Lord, thou Joh-21.17 
knoweſt all things. - It is affirm'd by St. Paul, when he ſaith, 
In him are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge , and Col. 2. 3. 
& is aſſerted by himſelf in theſe Words, I amr he which ſearch- Rev.2.23. 
eth the reins and hearts ; and Iwill give unto every one of you 
according to your works. 

In a word, he hath all the PerfeCtions of God the Father ; 
for he ſaith, All things that the father hath are mine : $0 that Joh.16.15 
the Effence, the Attributes, and the Glory of God do be- 
long to him. And St. Paul aflures us, that in him dwells all Col. 2. 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. None can deny that Chriſt 
is meant in this Place; for the Apoſtle is ſpeaking of him 
here for many Verſes together : He mentions his Name ſeve- 
ral times, and immediately before theſe Words. And it is 
evident that they aſcribe all the Perfed&ions of the Doity to 
Chriſt, as plainly as any can do. The Word [ bodily] in- 
deed that is here added, is capable of different Interpreta- 
tions z but whether we take it for wholly and entirely (as it 
may well be meant) or eſſentially and perſonally, becauſe 
it was uſual with the Greeks (as it is with us) to call a Per- 
ſon, a Body ; it doth not only confirm» what was ſaid be- 
fore, but denotes the hypoſtatical Union of the Divine and 
Human Nature in Chriſt. Or, it we will allow itto be on- 
ly meant, in the Body, or, together with itz though in 
this Senſe it adds nothing to the CharaQter of his Divinity 
belore given,” yet it can detratt nothing from it On the 
account of theſe Pertections in Chriſt, he is callVd the Jarage Colr. 15, 
of the inviſible God ;, the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, Heb, 1 
and the expreſs Image of his Perſon ; he is ſaid to be in the © 
form of. God, and equal with him. FR 2. & 

3. The 
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3- The Works of God arealſo attributed to the Son. He 
tells us himlelf, that what things ſoever the father doth, theſe 
Joh 5. 19. alſo doth the Son likewiſe. And as it is ſaid in the beginning of 
St, Johns Goſp:l, that he made all things ;, fo the Apoſtle af- 
Heb, 1. 2. f1:71ms that God made the Worlds by him, (not as an inſtrumen- 
tal, but a principal efficient Cauſe.) The word 44+«, there 
render'd the IVorlds, properly lignifies /ges 3 but becauſe 
Time was created together with the World, and it 15 the 
Meature of all material things, therefore it is lometimes 
us] iguratively for the World, the Creation of which is 
Ver. 19. aicribd to Chriſt again, in theſe Words, Thou, Lord, in 
the beginning haſt laid the foundation of the earth, and the 
heavens are the works of thine hands. The Senſe of which 
Place is expre(s'd more fully and particularly by St. Pazl, 
Col.1, 16, when he ſaith, By him were all things created that are in hea- 
17 ven, and that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers : all 
things were created by bim and for him. And he is before all 

things, and by him all things conſiſt. 
The Works of Providence are alſo his ; for he is faid to 
Heb. 1. 3-uphold all things ; and this he could not do without infinite 
Wiſdom and Power, to ſupply my Creature with what 
is neceſliry to maintain its Being. He forgives fins ag ainſt 
Luk. 5.21-(3od, which none but God —_ as the Scribes and Pharj- 
ſees argued truly, tho' they miſapplied it with reſpedt to our 
Saviour. To theſe Things I might add the Miracles wrought 
by him, which did alſo atteſt his Divinity, becauſe he did 
them by his own Power ; the raiſing himlelf from the 
dead, ſending the Holy Ghoſt upon his Diſciples, and en- 
| abling them to do the ſame miraculous Works as he him- 

\ ſelf had done. 

; 4. We are togive Divine Worſhip to the Son, the ſame 
j thzt is due to the Father. Our Saviour, in ſaying to his Diſ- 
Joh.14. 1,CipleS, 17 believe in God, believe alſo in we, doth teach _ 
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that he is an Obje& of Faith and Worſhip equally with God Chap. 5 
the father z, and tells them, that all men ſhould honour the ſon, ** 
as they honour the father. The ſame is requir'd of the Angels 
too, in thoſe Words which the Apoſtle quotes out of the Heb. 1. 6. 
Pſalms, Let all the angels of God worſhip him. And yet that 
iS an Eternal Law which our Saviour mentions, 1 hor ſhalt Mat.g.10: 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. There- 
fore (to ſay nothing of the Apoſtles refuſing Worſhip ſeve- 
ral times trom others, b«cauſe they were but Men) when 
St. John (through ſome Miſtake) went about to worſhip an 
Angel that ſpake to him two ſeveral times, he charges him Rev. 19. 
ſtrictly nott0 do it, becauſe he was but the Servant of God, {+ 
(and the beſt of Creatures, even Chriſt himſelf in his Hu-g, * © 
man Nature is no more, and referrs him to the true and on- 
ly Obje&t of Worſhip, which is God. 
But we read of many worſhipping our Saviour upon dif- 
ferent Occaſions, without any Prohibition from him, and 
amongſt others, his own Diſciples did it, both before and 
after his Reſurrefion ; yet they received not the leaſt Check 
for it, neither did our Saviour at any other time caution them 
againſt it, or give them any Hint that he was diſpleas'd with 
it; tho? he did ever moſt freely inſtruct, warn, and reprove 
them, as there was Cauſe for it. And can it be ſaid our Sa- 
viour was leſs zealous for the Honour of God than the An- 
gel that appeared to St. Joh»? Or was there a Diſpenſation 
granted to the World to worſhip a Creature, during our Sa- 
viour's Miniſtry, which was not allow'd either before or af- 
ter it? \No, the Adverſaries to the Doctrine of the Trinity 
have a Fetch beyond this, That Chriſt was made God, and 
5 therefore to be worſhipp'd. But what 15 made, cannot 
be truly God, becauſe Eternity doth neceſſarily belong to his 
Nature ; and whatever is made, isa Creature, and Servant 
to him that made it, and therefore 1s not to receive Divine 
Worſhip, as the Angel argues. But our Saviour being rhe 
Irue 
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True and Eternal God, as well as Man, did not only ſuffer 
ſuch Warſhip to-be given to him, but hath taught us that 
it is a General Duty, (as was ſaid before) and therefore 
when St. Stephen had a Viſion of him, a little before his 
Death, he kneeled down and pray'd to him to receive his 
Spirit, and to forgive bis Marderers. 


I have now ſaid what I thought neceflary to prove the 
Divinity of our Blefſed Saviour, and have been the 1a 
and more particular upon it, becauſe the Belief of the Trinity 
doth mainly depend upon this Proof. 1 ſhall therefore be 
very brief in ſpeaking to what follows. 


3- The Holy Ghoſt js alſo the Great and High God, as 
appears by the ns ik Arguments > the Divi- 
nity of the Word, or Sox, betore-mention'd, taken from the 
Names, Properties, Works, and Worſhip of God. 

4. The Names of God are given to him. He is called 


. Godby St. Peter, ſpeaking to Ananias in theſe Words, Why 


hath Satan filled thine heart to lye to the Holy Ghoſt ? Thou 
haſt not lyed unto men, but unto God : And by St. Paxl, when 


; he ſaith, Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that 


the ſpirit of God dwelleth in you? Which Words plainly 
ſhew, .that the Spirit, or the Holy Ghoſt, is that God which 
dwells.1n his People. 

Yea, the incommunicable Name Jehovah is alſo given to 
him. God ſaith, IF there be a Prophet among you, I the Lord 
will make my —_ wnto him in a viſion, and will ſpeak 
unto him in a dream. But this Lord (or Jehovah) is to be 


underſtood of the Holy Ghoſt, as appears from the Words 

of St. Peter, The pr came not in old times by the will 

_—_— holy. men of God ſpake as they were moved by t 
J 


2. The 
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2. The Properties or Perfections of God are alcrib'd to 
bim; as his Eternity, Eeb.g. 14. where it is (aid, Chriſt 
offered himſelf to God through the eternal ſpirit. His Inhnity 
is ſuppog'd in thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, 17 are- rot ir: the Rom.3. g. 
fieſb, but in the ſpirit, if ſo be that the ſpirit of Go1 dwell in 
you. Now if any man have not the ſpirit of Chrilt, he js none 
of his : For that Spirit which may be in all Men, muſt be 
every where preſent. And that the Holy Gholt is io, the 
P/almiſt alſo intimates, when he lays, Whither ſhall 1 go fromPr. rg. 7, 
thy ſpirit ? or whither ſhall I flee from thy preſence * His On- 
niſcience is aflerted alſo by Sr. Pazl, in theſe Words, 7he r Cor. 2. 
ſpirit ſearcketh all things, yea the deep things of God. L. 

3- The Works of God are attributed to the Holy Gh»/t ; 
for Job ſaith, by bis ſpirit he hath garniſhed the heavens ; and Job 26. 
the Pſalzriſt, that by him he hath wade all the boſt of them.\}* _ 
And our Saviour intimates, that he caſt oxt devils by his POWEr Mat, 12. 
as well as his own. To which I mightadd (if it were ne- 2% 
cefſary) his inſpiring the Prophets, appointing Biſhops and 
other Miniſters in the Church, enduing many of them 
wit!1 miraculons Gifts, ſanttifying our Souls, adopting us 
to Le the Children of God, &&«c. 

4. The Worſhip of Gol is alſo given to him. St. Paul 
calling him to witneſs what he is about to lay, Rom. 9g. r. 
doth acknowle1ge his Qmniſcience, and perform an Att of 
Divine Worſhip to him. And he prays to Him, together 
with the Father, and the So1, in that Bleſſing which con- 
clades his Second Epiltle to the Corimthians, and fo makes 
the Three Perſons of the Trinity equally Objets of Divine 
Worſhip, as every Chriſtian doth allo by receiving Baptiſm 
in their Names. 


I have now ſhew'd you, that every One of theic Three, 
mention'd in my Text, is the Great and Moſt High God ;, and 
the Propfs I have cited for that Purpole, are (o plain and 

D convincing, 
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convincing, that many who were not willing to own the 
Dotdtrine of the Trinity, and yet could not reſiſt the Evi- 
dence of theſe and other Scriptures to the ſame Purpoſe, 
have thought that theſe Terms, the Father, Sor, and Holy 
Ghoſt, were but ſo many ſeveral Names to ſignifie the ſame 
Perſon. Therefore, to remove this Miſtake, and to give 4 
farther Confirmation to the Truth I have been afferting, 


2. I am come to ſhew, that theſe are not different Names 
of the ſame Perſon, but Three Subſiſtences or Perſons really 
diſtin from one another. And the very Deſign of the A- 
poltle in this Place is enough to prove it ; for he brings 
them in as Three Witnefles of the Meſſras, which Three 
Names cannot be, in the Senſe which is here intended. So 

; our Saviour ſpeaking of the Father's Teſtimony concernin 
Job-5- 32- him, ſaith, There is another that beareth witneſs of me ;, an 


he afterwards tells his Hearers who he is, in theſe Words, | 


Ver. 37- The father —_ which hath ſent me, hath born witneſs of me. 
Chap, 8. And again, If I judge, my Py ment is true ;, for I am not 
16, &*. alone, but I and the = that ſent me. It is «jo written in 
your law, that the teſtimony of two men is true. 1 am one that 
bear witneſs of my ſelf, and the father that ſent me beareth wit- 
Chap. 16. eſs of me. And he further. tells his Diſciples, Behold the 
3* hour cometh, yeais now come, that ye ſhall be jt 
to his own, and (hall leave me alone ;, and yet I am not alone, 
becauſe the father is with me. Fo 
We ſee therefore that the Father and the So are Two di- 
ſtia& Perſons ;. and that the Holy Ghoſt is a Perſon diſtin 
from both of them, is evident from- thoſe Words of our 
John 17 Saviour, I will pray the father, and he ſhall give you another 
16,17- comforter, that he may abide with you for ever, even the ſpirit 


of truth, &c. where Three Perſons are diſtinaly expreſgd, ' 
with different Attions belonging to each of them z the Sox 
prays, the Father anſwers his Prayer, and gives —_— 


atter'd every one | 
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another Comforter who ſhall always abide with them. So 
theſe Three are expre(s'd in the Form of —_— -the Apo- 
ſtolical Benediftion, and in ſeveral other Places of Scrip- 
ture. And it is abſurd to think our Saviour requires us to 
be baptiz'd into Three Names, and that the Apoſtle in ble(- 
ling the Church, would uſe Three Names, with particular 
Diltinfions to cxch of them, it he intended but One Per- 
n. 


3. I proceed therefore to ſhew what Relation theſe Three 
Perſons have to cach other. And as to the Father and the 
Sox, their very Names ſuppole that the One hath his Being 
from the Other ; not as if he were made by him, for then 
he could not be Eternal, and therefore not Truly God ; but 
as proceeding from him by Eternal Generation : And hence 
he is called the Brightneſs of bis Father's Glory, the Word of 
God, &c. The Holy Ghoſt hath his Being both from the Fa- 
ther and the Sox, as eternally proceeding from them : For 


our Saviour tells his Diſciples, That he proceeds from the Job. :4. 
al ſend him, and that the Father I = 
will ſend him in his Name. And St. Pax calls him the Spirit 25. 


of Chriſt, and of the Son. Therefore we have the ſame Rea-Kom'3 5- 


Father, that he himſelf w 


on to believe the Spirit proceeds from the Sox, as from the 
Father. As the Relation therefore between the Father and 
the Sox is founded upon that Eternal Generation by which 
the Sox hath his Being from the Father ; ſo the Relation of 
the Holy Ghoſt to them both, is founded upon that Eternal 
Spiration whereby he hath his Being from them. But what 
this Generation and this Spiration 1s, as alſo the manner of 
each Perſon's ſubſiſting diftinly in the ſame Divine Nature, 


I may ſay with the Prophet [/aieh, who ſball declare it ? Ia. $3. 8. 


4- Lamto prove, That theſe Three are One God. And 


- thas isevident from all thoſe Places of Scripture where God 


D 2 1s 


- by 


— — 
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Deut 5. 4-is ſail to be but One: As, Hear, O Iſracl, the Lord our God 
ain "+ 3s one Lord. Onto thee it was ſhew'd, that thou mighteft know 
14s 45+ 5+ that the Lord he is Gol ;, there is none elſe beſides bim. I am | 
the Lord, and there is none elſe, there is no God beſides me. | 

Eph. 4. 6. 1 here is one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, an4 in you all, &:., To which we may add, that our 
Saviour ſeveral rimes aft:rms, that He and the Father are One ; 

and that He is in the Father, and the Father in Him. Ard 

as this Unity of the Godh-a4 is fo plainly affertel in Holy 
Scriptures, fo it is al:o tauzht by the Law of Nature 4 for 

what is Infinite and Omnipotent can be bur One, for it is 
againſt the Nature of Infairy to be in more ; and it One 

can do all things, there is no need of any athcr. There- 

tore it was the Opinion of the wiſcſt Heathens, that there iz 

but One God, tho' they ſuffer'd the People, who were fond ? 

of Superſti.zons, to worſhip many. [ 

Thus we ſee the Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of the 7 


DO —— 


Divine Nature is plainly affertzd in many Scriptures ; ſo that 
i theſe Words of my Text had bzen quits loſt, through ? 
the Malice of Hereticks, th? Miſtake ot Tranſcriters, or 

any oth:r Accident, the Doftrine contain'd in them would 

tully appear in the Places before-mention'd, and many | 
others : For as often as the Scripture atrrivutes to each of * 
theſe Three the Names, Properties, Works, or Worſhip of | 
God, it aflerts them to be ſo many Divine Perſons ; and * 
where ever it affirms there is but One God, it teaches us that © 
theſe Three are One : And therefore we may juſtly wonder ſo * 
much Offence hath been taken by ſome Men at ſeveral Expreſ- 
ſions in the Athanaſian Creed ;, as, The Father is God, the Son 
is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God; and yet they are not Three © 
Gods, but One God, &:. Theſe Expreſſions they are bold © 
to charge with ContradiQtion, and yet they cannot deny that 
the Scnpture plainly afferts the ſame many times over ; and ' 
therefore they would do well to conſider upon whom this * 
Charge of ContradiQtions muſt light. And 
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And their Boldneſs is the greater, not only for the Plain- 


or ncis of Revchtion in this Caſe, and the Greatnes and FE x- 
Un | cell:n:y of the Subject (o trea ed by them ; but becauſe it is 
ye. far above the Judgment of their Reaſon : For a Man mutt 
eh und-rſtand the Nature of an Infinite Mind, or Spirit, an: 
ur what is the true Notion of different Hypoſtaſes or Perions 
TY in that Nature, before he can ſay it is a Contradittion to af- 
ly ſon in finding out ſuch Contradictions they are fit to judge 
Ir of, an1 I will puttiem in mind whatlo ks very like one, 


and that js, to acknowledge the Divine Authority of the 
Scriptures, and yet deny (one Dodrines plainly deliner'd in 
them, becauſe they carnot underſtand the minncer of tho(s 
things that are afſer.ed by them; and tho? they fay they d+» 
underſtand it, yet this ſhews their Boldneſs and Ignorance 
the more, when we know the wiſeſt of them will be eaſily 
puzzl'd about the meaneſt Pro-Juttion'in Nature, and may 
tind a thouſand- things in themſelves to baffle their Reaſon ; 
and therefore it maſt bz very unfit to judge of the Divine 
Nature and Subſiſtence. And if we obſerve whit ways they 
take to evade thoſe plain Scriptures before-mention'd, we 
ſhall quickly ſee their Reaſon is not very formidable in Mit- 
ters of Faith, whatſoever it may be in other things: For 
ſome of them they deny to be Scriptnre (as they do theſe 
| Words of my Text,) others they put ſuch (train'd and fo- 
reign Interpretations upon, and uſe ſuch miſerable Shifts to 
: elcape the Force of them, that one would think they are 
: onately in love with Herefie that defend it at this rate. 
| ut theſe Things have been -anſwer'd, to their Shame, by 
|; ſeveral worthy Authors, and I hope alloto the Convittion 
; 


d | ſerc them. Therefore they would better employ their Rea- 
i 
G 


of ſome of them. Fo 
Their Exception againſt the Word Perſox, as applied to - 
theſe Three in my Text, is-alſo impertinent : "For he to 


whom thoſe Names, Ations, and Prerogatives, before- 
mention'd, 


a 


239 


Heb. 1. 3 


1 John 2. 
22. 


A Sermon preach'd before the Lord-Mayor, 


mention'd, do belong, muſt be a Perſon, tho' he were not 
call'd (o in Holy Scripture. But the Father is there term'g 
a Perſon, when the Son is call'd the expreſs Image (+ wma 
wry) f bis Perſon ;, and it's hard if a Sow, who hath all che 
Perfetions of his Father, may not be call'd a Perſox too. 
But whether thele captious Men will, or no, the Scripture 
hath given him that Denomination, with reſpe& to his 
Divinity, 2 Cor. 2. 10. If I forgeve any thing, to whom 1 
forgave it, for your ſakes forgave [it (u egnizms xo) in the 
Perſon of Chriſt : Where the Apoſtle affirms, that when 
he forgave or abſolv'd a Penitent, he did it in the Perſon of 
Chriſt, that is, in his Name, as his ty and Repreſen- 
tative,, who, as God, hath Power to we Sins. From 
theſe Places there is Warrant for thoſe Terms, vwwimes and 
«game, Which the Greek Fathers commonly us'd to ſignifie a 
Perſon in the Trinity. And when we find them thus applied 
tothe Faber and the Son, who can deny them to the Holy 
Ghoit, ſince the Glorious Properties and Works of the 
Deity are alſo aſcrib'd to him ? 

Thus have I given you ſome Account of the Dodrine of 
the 1rinity, as it 13diſcover'd to us in Holy Scriptures, which 
hath been conſtantly believ'd and defended by the Churches 


of Chriſt in all Ages. And ſeeing we have ſuch Evidence 
from Scripture, and ſo General a nt for the Truth of 
this Doftrine, we may with great SatisfaQion believe and 
confeſs it. And becauſe our Faith in the Trinity is of the 
greateſt moment to us (as we are aflur'd alſo from the _ 


rure) and very much for the Honour of our Religi 
_— 


of it, we —_ zealouſly to defend i againſt 
thoſe Antichriits in our Days (as St. John calls ns ab 
deny the Father and the Son: 


. 2. | ſhould now ſay ing of the Record that theſe 
Jhbsce bear, that Feſws is the Chriit the Son of God. But this 
witiaot require much Proof aſter that which hath been gi 
wanalkrealy concerning his Divine Nature, and doth - 


I 
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of Teſtimonies from the Three ſeveral Perſons of the Trinity. 
Therefore to theſe I ſhall only add, That this is witnefled by 
them to the Saints and Angels in Heaven, who have the Bea- 
tifick Viſion of the Glorious Trixity, and particularly of the 
Divinity of Chriſt united with his Human Nature, It hath 
been atteſted from Heaven, by the Voice of God the Fa- 
ther, at our Saviour's Baptiſm and Transfgur:tion ; aflericd 
by Chriſt himſelf (everal times, who ſaid al o, that ke caxe 
from God, and was one with kim ;, and maniteſted by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, when he deſcended upon Chriſt in a viſible Shape 
at his Baptiſm, and upon the Diſciples in a' miraculous man- 
ner, according to our Saviour's Promiſe. From whence it 
appears, that as theſe Three are One in their Efſence or Na- 
ture, ſo alſo in their Teſtimony concerning the Meſſzas, 
which ſome think is only meant by thoſe Words, Theſe Three 
are One, But becauſe they are true in an higher Senſe (as [ 
have prov'd to you) and the Words are in a General Form, 
they ought chiefly to be underſtood of that, and from hence 
anUnity in theirRecord orTeſtimony will neceffarily follow. 

The Holy Ghoſt doth alſo conſtantly give this Teſtimony 
in the Holy Scriptures, and in his Effetts upon the Hearts of 
his People : Which may probably be meant of that Witneſs 
which he is ſaid to bear in Earth at the 8th. Verſe of this 
Chapter ; and one of theſe Effets is afterwards mention'd, 
Ver. 10. He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the witneſs in 
himſelf. Let us therefore daily pray to God for this excel- 
lent Grace, which will affure us of the Truth of ſuch Do- 
Qrines as we cannot comprehend. And that we may receive 
it, I with an Improvement in all Divine Knowledge, 
let us ſincerely do all thoſe Duties God requires of us, and 
then he will certainly diſcover himſelf, the Myſteries of 
Salvation more to us. 

Now to the E and Glorious Trinity, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Gho#t, Three Perſons, and One Eternal and 


Only Wiſe God,. be all Honour, Praiſe, and Dominion, both. 


now ever. Amen. 
FINIS. 
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